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The backdrop: State level data
Local Area Unemployment Statistics (LAUS)
Current Employment Statistics (CES) 
Quarterly Census of Employment and Wages (QCEW)
Help Wanted OnLine Ads (HWOL)*
Quarterly Forecast from the Oregon Office of Economic 
 Analysis (EOA)
*The Conference Board
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Oregon’s unemployment rate was 5.0% in July
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Why are Oregonians unemployed?
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New or returning to 

the workforce

42,700 (40%)

Lost job 

57,100 (53%)

Left job voluntarily

7,000 (7%)
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Oregon’s labor force participation rate was 62.8% in July
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employers Dropped 2,700 nonfarm payrolls Jobs in July
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Employment dropped 24,600 (-1.2%) jobs from July 2024 to July 2025
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Four industries are still above pre-Pandemic highs, while eight are below



Oregon’s job gains have been concentrated in health care and social assistance

2024 All-Industry 

Average = $71,300
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Oregon has roughly two unemployed people per job vacancy 
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U.S. and Oregon Unemployed to Job Vacancy Ratios Rising 
Slowly after Record Lows

(Job Openings with Private Employers, 2013-2025)

U.S. Oregon

Source: Oregon Employment Department

➢ The U.S. ratio was 

around 1.0 in January 

2025. It reached 5.0 in 

April 2020 after several 

years around 1-to-1. It 

has remained at or below 

1.0 for 16 quarters.

➢ Oregon had 1.8 

unemployed persons per 

job vacancy in spring 

2025, part of a steady rise 

since the post-pandemic 

recession expansion 

period in 2021 and 2022. 



The Office of Economic Analysis forecasts Oregon will gain 18,800 jobs over the next year
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Regional data: past, present, and future
Local Area Unemployment Statistics (LAUS)
Current Employment Statistics (CES) 
Quarterly Census of Employment and Wages (QCEW)
Help Wanted OnLine Ads (HWOL)*
*The Conference Board

Industry Employment Projections, OED
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Unemployment Rates have been on the rise 

Source: Oregon Employment Department, Local Area Unemployment Statistics
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the # of unemployed residents is rising while those employed is near historic highs

Source: Oregon Employment Department, Local Area Unemployment Statistics

Wasco County, 
2000-2025



Wasco County: Current Outlook – July 2025 by Industry

Support Business ∙ Promote Employment
Source: Oregon Employment Department, Current Employment Estimates
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Wasco County: Current Outlook – Total Private Nonfarm Employment

Support Business ∙ Promote Employment
Source: Oregon Employment Department, Current Employment Estimates
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Wasco County: Current Outlook – Leisure and Hospitality

Support Business ∙ Promote Employment
Source: Oregon Employment Department, Current Employment Estimates
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Wasco County: Current Outlook – Education and Health Services

Support Business ∙ Promote Employment
Source: Oregon Employment Department, Current Employment Estimates
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Wasco County: Current Outlook – Manufacturing

Support Business ∙ Promote Employment
Source: Oregon Employment Department, Current Employment Estimates
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Wasco County: Current Outlook – Trade, transportation, and utilities 

Support Business ∙ Promote Employment
Source: Oregon Employment Department, Current Employment Estimates
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Wasco County: Current Outlook – Government

Support Business ∙ Promote Employment
Source: Oregon Employment Department, Current Employment Estimates
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Five Industries Have Employment Above Pre-Recession Levels

Support Business ∙ Promote Employment
Source: Oregon Employment Department, Current Employment Estimates and Quarterly Census of Employment and Wages 
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Wasco Job ads are still historically high , while unique ads represent almost half
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Into the future: Columbia Gorge Industry Projections

Source: Oregon Employment Department, Industry Employment Projections



Have you been asked to participate in a Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS) 
Survey? Please do!

BLS survey information is gathered to create data for businesses, jobseekers, 
workers and policy-makers about the economy including:

Your response is vital to ensuring accurate, complete, and unbiased data that 
is representative of the people and businesses in Oregon and the United States.
Your confidential responses are protected by federal and state law and strict security policies that prohibit us from releasing any information 
that could reveal the identity of you or your business without your consent.

Thank you for helping us track the Oregon economy! 25



Nicole s. Ramos, regional Economist
nicole.s.ramos@employ.oregon.gov 

Sign up for the latest workforce and economic research:
www.qualityinfo.org/subscribe  

Follow us on X @OED_Research and Bluesky @OED-Research
26

Share your feedback!

Thank You!
Please scan the QR code for a short survey.

https://x.com/OED_Research
https://bsky.app/profile/oed-research.bsky.social
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